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arise as to the type of taxation most suitable at the moment, or
to the degree of retrenchment practicable during the next
twelve months." The Economist similarly said that Lord Read-
ing was "playing with fire," and Sir V. Chirol in The Times
cogently showed how the Viceroy had "once more shaken the
faith of Indian Moderates who believed in the sincerity of
British promises, but has given the Extremists the very handle,
which they wanted, to denounce them as a lie."

This certification of the salt-tax is an important milestone
in the political history of India: it proved to all and sundry that
the Indian Legislature remained irresponsible and if the latter
has subsequently given ample proof of its irresponsibility, let
it be remembered that it was the Government of India which
had shown the way and provoked them to it. Lord Reading
was only proving what C. R. Das had been shouting from the
housetops: that these sham Legislatures were only fit to be
broken up by Swarajists entering them for the purpose of
offering therein "uniform, continuous and constant obstruc-
tion." The words quoted form part of the resolution, which
C. R. Das carried at a special meeting of Congress held in
Delhi (September 1923), whereby Congress went back on its
decision at Gaya, thus lifting its ban on Council entry. Thus
the way had been cleared for the Swarajists to take part in the
General Election of that autumn with the result that they were
triumphantly returned at the top of the poll, the Liberals
being fairly well wiped out. The rout of the latter reminds one
of the fate of the Redmond Party in Ireland. The same flood-
tide of Wilsonian idealism that promised to bring self-deter-
mination to Ireland, brought India her Montagu-Chelmsford
Reforms; the same ebb, here as there, left behind a pusillani-
mous Government, afraid of the rashness of its own promises
and bent on nothing so much as on taking back as far as it
could in practice, what it had already conceded in theory.
Redmond's followers, like the Indian Liberals, had been pre-